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Thank you to Chairman Paul Purchia, the Patriotic Holiday Committee, the Selectmen, 

honored speakers, Tony Gonsalves, Veterans Agent Bill Linehan and the wonderful residents of 

Bedford for giving me the chance to address you today.  Thank you to the veterans gathered here 

and their families for reminding us of our responsibility to honor your sacrifice and that of 

current service members.  Thank you to the scouts for reminding us of our bright future ahead.  

Thank you to the Bedford Minutemen for reminding us of our rich history, and to the police and 

firefighters willing to answer a call to danger that may come any time. 

It is an honor and a privilege to gather with you on this Memorial Day to honor the fallen 

veterans from Bedford, and indeed through all of Massachusetts and the country, and this year to 

remember the 70
th

 anniversary of the D-Day. Today we honor veterans of that greatest 

generation and those since then and before, who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we could 

continue to enjoy the freedoms this great country provides. 

I want to spend a little time reflecting on the landing along 50 miles of beaches in 

Normandy, France, where troops from the U.S., Canada, England engaged in what they called 

Operation Overlord and we recall as D-Day.  June 6, 1944.  The U.S. suffered 6,500 casualties in 

that battle, more than all of our allies combined. 

This was 15 years before I was born.  I was not there that day, but were it not for those 

brave men and women who fought for us that day, I might not be here today. 

It changed the world.  President Franklin D. Roosevelt on that day described it as, “a 

struggle to preserve our Republic, our religion and our civilization and to set free a suffering 

humanity.”  

Not only did it lead to the end of the greatest war in the history of western civilization 11 

months later, it gave people around the world hope and showed them that Americans, with right 

on their side, will put their own lives knowing the time had come for good to conquer evil. 



President Kenney wrote, “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we 

shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to 

assure the survival and success of liberty.”   

Those brave souls knew what awaited when they set upon those beaches.  General 

Eisenhower warned them in a letter to the troops, “Your enemy is well trained, well equipped 

and battle hardened, he will fight savagely.” But he went on, and I excerpt from his letter: “The 

eyes of the world are upon you.  The hopes and prayers of liberty loving people everywhere 

march with you.  You will bring about the elimination of tyranny over the oppressed people of 

Europe and security for ourselves and a free world.” 

On this day, and on Veterans Day in November, we gather with the men and women who 

were willing to make this same sacrifice, in the name of freedom and liberty.  They are joined by 

first responders, the police, fire and EMT operators who serve our community in a time of crisis.  

We think about the loss of Bedford’s John Daniel Hart, PFC, and Lance Corporal Travis DeSiato 

(USMC), who lost their lives in Iraq. We think about MIT police officer Sean Collier, of our 

neighbor in Wilmington, who lost his life while watching his post, as well as Boston firefighters 

Lt. Edward Walsh and Michael Kennedy. They all knew that the day may come when they must 

rush forward, so that others van retreat to safety. 

So what can we do?  We can cherish their sacrifices and honor their losses. 

You have given me and Senator Barrett a special opportunity to serve in the legislature to 

ensure that we, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, continue to honor these brave men and 

women who serve and served in our military and who serve as first responders.  I am proud that 

last fall the legislature passed what we call Valor Act II and last month Governor Patrick signed 

the Act into law. I spoke about it after it was unanimously passed by the House last Veterans 

Day, but now that it is the law of the land it bears repeating.   

This new law will provide new resources to Veterans Agents such as Bill Linehan to help 

our servicemen and women.  It provides funding to help veterans start small business, obtain 

professional licenses, and find employment, because the unemployment rate among returning 

veterans is way too high.  It will ensure that students called away from coursework to active duty 



will not lose credits or tuition.  It provides funding for wounded warriors returning from action to 

modify their homes to prepare for their new lives.   

The bill doubles the buffer zone to 500 feet around a military funeral so that in 

Massachusetts no one can interrupt a sacred memorial ceremony to honor a serviceman or 

woman with demonstrations that interfere with and dishonor those who give us so much. 

 As George Washington observed at the dawn of our nation, “The willingness with which 

our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly 

proportional as to how they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated by 

their country.” Those words are almost 250 years old, but they are live on today. 

It’s one thing to talk about honoring our military heroes for their sacrifices.  Thank you 

for allowing me and Senator Barrett the opportunity to do something about it. 

Thank you for allowing me to share this important ceremony with you. 


