
Opening remarks – Paul Purchia, Memorial Day 2014 
 
Good morning. My name is Paul Purchia and I am Chairman of the Bedford Patriotic Holiday 
Committee. On behalf of our committee, I would like to welcome our Distinguished Guests, our 
Veterans, their Families and Fellow Citizens for taking part in today’s Memorial Day ceremonies. 
  
Our nation has remained strong, thanks to the sacrifices made by our Veterans. Today on Memorial 
Day we gather to remember all those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, to remember 
and honor those fallen heroes who never came home to their families and friends. 
  
70 years ago next week on June 6th, 1944 the United States lead the allied invasion at Normandy, the 
largest naval assault ever attempted in the most destructive war the world has known. 
  
And this year also marks the 100 anniversary of the start of World War One, the Great War, the War 
to end all Wars. The United States entered WWI in 1917, almost three years after the start of the war, 
with 116,000 American lives lost and over 204,000 Americans wounded.  
  
As our nation now moves through the final stages our involvement in Afghanistan, I was reminded of 
our duty as a nation to honor all our war dead by a World War 1 Canadian Army physician named 
John McCrae. Dr. McCrae in 1915 was moved to describe the death he witnessed on the battlefields 
of World War 1 in a poem many of you may remember called “Flanders Fields”    
  
I’d like to read just a couple lines of that poem: “To you from falling hands we throw The Torch; be it 
yours to hold high. If ye break faith with us who die / We shall not sleep, though poppies grow / In 
Flanders fields.” 
  
Just before the start of today’s parade we gathered at the Fallen Veterans Memorial at Bedford High 
School to pay tribute to four BHS graduates who gave their lives for their country while serving in 
Vietnam and Iraq.  
  
Earlier this morning at the American Legion, at Shawsheen Cemetery, at the Old Burying Ground, at 
the World War One Memorial on the Town Common, here at Veterans Memorial Park and all across 
our great nation, we join together today as a people to honor the brave men and women who 
sacrificed everything, including life itself, to defend our country and our way of life.   
  
May we now and for all years to come, Catch The Torch that Dr. McCrae spoke about in his poem and 
Raise it High to remember all the brave souls who still rest in Flanders fields, in the cemeteries close 
to the beaches of Normandy and Iwo Jima, and let us honor those who fought and died on the frozen 
battlefields of Korea, in the steamy jungles of Vietnam, in the deserts of Iraq and on the mountains of 
Afghanistan. Their sacrifices have kept us a free people. We have a solemn duty as a nation to 
remember them on this Memorial Day and throughout the year.  
 


