
Professional Development Programs
Fall 2014

The EDCO Collaborative invites you to participate in:

Distinguished Speaker Series
EDCO Collaborative is pleased to announce this new series of talks with distinguished leaders in a variety of fields. This 

program was developed to provide teachers and administrators with access to people who are exploring new ideas and are at 
the forefront of their professions. We recognize that educators need to nourish their own intellectual curiosity and stay current 

with developments outside of their field in order to connect their teaching to the world beyond the classroom.

The Reading Brain and the Influence of Musical Training on Executive Functioning 
and Language Development

Presented by Dr. Nadine Gaab, Boston Children’s Hospital /Harvard Medical School
October 30, 2014  ~  3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Cost to attend:  $15

Recently featured on NPR, Dr. Nadine Gaab is the Principal Investigator at the Gaab Laboratory at Boston Children’s 
Hospital. Using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), a non-invasive brain imaging tool, as well as behavioral 

measurement tools, Dr. Gaab is researching whether brain measures enhance the accurate identification of children at risk 
for a reading disability. She is also investigating the influence of musical training on executive functioning, language, and 

reading development.  Come for a stimulating discussion on the intersection between medical research, innovation 
and education.

Cultivating Digital Ethics and Citizenship:  Ideas and Tools for Educators

Presented by Carrie James, Research Director and Principal Investigator at Project Zero
December 8, 2014   ~  4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Cost to attend:  $40

Join Carrie James for a presentation about how certain qualities of digital spaces - including their public or semi-public 
nature—raise the stakes around the choices we make online.  Her soon-to-be-published book, Disconnected: Youth, New 
Media, and the Ethics Gap, explores how youth, and adults, think about online life, and particularly the extent to which 

they perceive moral and ethical dilemmas at play. She calls attention to ethical blind spots and disconnects in approaches to 
online privacy, property, and participation, and describes a vision of conscientious connectivity as a corrective to the 

ethics gap. 

Carrie James is a Research Director and Principal Investigator at Project Zero, and Lecturer on Education at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. Her research explores young people’s digital, moral, and civic lives.. Her publications include 
Disconnected: Youth, New Media, and the Ethics Gap (The MIT Press, Forthcoming, 2014). Carrie has an M.A. and a Ph.D. 

in Sociology from New York University. 

Location: EDCO Collaborative, Bedford
Registration: Please contact EDCO via e-mail - dmullaley@edcollab.org .
Register by: Registrations will be accepted until space is no longer available.
Questions: Please contact EDCO at (781) 259-3445.
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The Pleasure of Poetry

Presented by Robert Pinsky, former U.S. Poet Laureate and author of Selected Poems and Singing School: Learning to 
Write (and Read) Poetry by Studying with the Masters

February 5, 2015  ~  Afternoon times TBD
Cost to attend:  $40

Robert Pinsky’s main undertaking as US Poet Laureate, the Favorite Poem Project, led to the videos at 
www.favoritepoem.org. The collection demonstrates the life of poetry in the United States, from a construction worker reciting 
and commenting on poetry by Walt Whitman to a Cambodian-American high school student doing the same with “Minstrel 
Man” by Langston Hughes, and relating it to her family’s terrible experiences during the Khmer Rouge regime. With his latest 
book, Singing School, Pinsky says he “tried to make a collection of poetry that would be fun. And that would bring out poetry 
as an art, rather than a challenge to say smart things.” (NPR’s Morning Edition, August 6, 2013) Join one of our country’s most 

important poets for a conversation about the pleasure of poetry.

Protecting Our Coastal EcoSystems

Presented by Robert Chen, Director of the Center for Coastal Environmental Sensing Networks (CESN), UMass Boston
March 4, 2015  ~  3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Cost to attend:  $15

Vegetated coastal ecosystems such as salt marshes, mangrove swamps, and sea grass beds play an important role in reducing 
climate change by absorbing large quantities of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and storing it in carbon 

sinks. However, we have lost over 50% of these ecosystems globally over the last 100 years. In order to better understand the 
function and value of these ecosystems, high resolution sensor networks are being developed and deployed to gather data about 

these dynamic and threatened systems that will help predict their future.  Come and learn what “Blue Carbon” is and why it’s 
particularly important here in Massachusetts.

The Future of Treating Disease with Gene Therapy

Presented by Brad Guild, Head of Emerging Technologies within Global Biotherapeutic Technologies at Pfizer
April 2, 2015  ~  3:45 p.m.  - 5:15 p.m.

Cost to attend:  $15

Join Brad Guild for a fascinating look into the future of treating rare diseases.  Gene therapy (GT) appeared 25 years ago 
as an experimental technology that uses the DNA of normal genes “as a drug” carried by a genetically engineered virus to 

permanently replace a missing or defective copy of genes that cause rare diseases.  Permanent genetic modification of human 
cells has some limitations and risks, so Brad’s team is exploring the use of RNA copies of genes, called RNA transcript therapy 

(RTT), that might one day be delivered as nanoparticles to provide a “short-term dose of gene therapy” without risking 
permanent genetic alterations to cells.  The newest development in GT is a technology called “targeted genome editing”, 

which has emerged as a contender for the precise silencing or replacement of genes implicated in rare diseases.  Each of these 
approaches offers promise and challenges.  We will explore the expanding notion of genes as therapeutics for the treatment of 

human diseases.


