
Article 7 

 

Proposed New 

Wetlands Protection Bylaw 

Bedford Town Meeting 

March 28, 2016 



GOAL: Clarify, Simplify Bylaw: 

 Ensure fair and equitable treatment for all. 

 Examples of recent Process Improvements 

• DONE: Request for Determination of Applicability, 

Notice Of Intent forms & instructions for completing 

them now on Town website 

 

• DONE: “Standardized” Orders of Conditions for all 

cases: only special conditions unique to the site 

added 

 

• DONE: Administrator’s Memo, with her advice, 

available to applicants before each meeting 

 



GOAL: Clarify, Simplify Bylaw: 

 Ensure fair and equitable treatment for all. 

 Examples of recent Process Improvements 

• DONE: Existing tree-cutting policy/guidelines 

defined for greater clarity & equity town-wide  

 

• DONE: Agendas are sequential, not time-specific, 

resulting in shorter, focused meetings 

 

• NEXT: Bylaw review and update 

 



Bylaw: Do Big Change all-at-once 

 or small ones over 5 years ? 

• Bylaw changes: only at annual town meeting 

• We could do a small change every year, this 

would take 5 years for what is in front of you 

• We want to reduce confusion for residents 

about appearing at Conscomm ASAP. 

• We chose to try all rewording at one time 

with the goals of - Clarify, Simplify - as fast as 

reasonable 



Wetland Bylaw Review and Update 

• Goal: A replacement bylaw equally protective but 
more clear, readable and user-friendly 

 
– Existing bylaw last revised in 1995 
– Reviewed Bylaws from 9 neighboring towns 
– Financial costs to town same or lessened 

• The resulting product is before you --- 

–  vetted by Town Counsel, recommended for 
adoption by the Selectmen 

 
   

 



Key Bylaw Additions = 5 

1. Simplified administrative alternative to a public 
hearing for “routine” applications [54.10(c)] 

 

2. More detail in the specific language governing 
Determinations of Applicability [54.10(b)] 

 

3. Incorporation of ConsCom’s frequently used “Tree 
Policy” directly into the bylaw [54.10(e)] 

 



Key Bylaw Additions = 5 

4. Clarification of owners’ rights regarding entry by 
Commission agents onto their property [54.14(b)] 

 

5. Greater specification of non-criminal disposition 
procedure as an enforcement alternative[54.14(e)] 

 

 

The Conservation Commission 
recommends your approval of Article 7   


