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Friends of the Job Lane House, Inc. 
B R O A D S I D E  

 

AT JOB LANE FARM 
We have cleaned the grounds, the house and the barn, and we are open for tours.  We have already 

seen a lot of activity at the Job Lane Farm Museum, and it continues throughout June and July and 

into the Fall. We are looking for Guides and Greeters.  Plan to come and see us, or if you have 

friends and family from out of town, we are available to accommodate you, call for a tour.  

Sharon McDonald, 781-275-5643 or shar.mcd77@gmail.com 

 

 2016 Officers  
President – Sharon McDonald Vice President – Carol Hand 

Secretary – Lee Yates  Treasurer – Betsey Anderson 

Directors  – Betsey Anderson, Judy Barber, Ralph Hammond, Pat Leiby,  Pat Pellegrini, John Linz, 

 Lee Yates, Don Corey, Bedford Historical Preservation Commission. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEMBER NEWS:  

Welcome Linda and Joseph Restino, Family 

members from Waltham. 
  

THE ANNUAL DIG – July11 - 15: 
 The Dig this year will be located on 

Sweetwater Avenue at Bedford Springs, where a 

grand hotel stood in the latter half of the 

Nineteenth Century.  

 The date for the Dig is July 11 through July 

15, rain or shine from 10 to 12 noon for ages 10 

through 12.  As of this date there are only 3 spots 

left out of 10. 
 

MINI BARN RAISING-JULY 30 
With Tom Musco and Deb D’Amico 

 The Mini Barn is made to resemble our barn, 

out of post and beams, with small pegs, but with 

giant wooden mallets.  The children sure like 

having those mallets in hand. 

 A short film on the history of early barns is 

shown before the barn is assembled.  You, as 

members, can come and watch this magic 

happen, as the barn goes up. Tom Musco is the 

timber framer who made our timber frames.  

Space is still available. 

  

SPRING CLEANING~ May 7th 
Boy Scouts, T194 arrived from at 9 am on, ready 

to work. Eight (8) scouts and six (6) parents came. 

 

Ryan Lobo, Ansh Aggarwal , Tyler Card ,  Henry Su , 

Max Goldman,  Caleb Goldman , Nick Wilson, John 

Giaquinto.     

 It was a bit wet, but rain held out, and the 

work that was done was hard work, but taken on 

like real troopers.  They loved doing the work, 

http://www.joblanehouse.org/
mailto:joblanefarm@gmail.com


and cannot wait until next year. They cleared 

brush, broken branches, raked the entire 

property, carried everything to designated areas, 

and brought up compost for planting at the signs. 

They put large old boards into the Garden Shed 

above on the rack.   

 They placed two slabs donated by David 

Dillen Tree Service, and a good neighbor, who 

provided two perfectly-sized slabs for seats- 

under the Grape Arbor, and under the Lilac. 

 
 Grace Chapel scheduled eight workers and 

with Sharon inside the house, cleaned, dusted 

and swept.   Lee Yates painted the Borning room 

ceiling. 

 In the barn, Jeannette sent a crew to the loft 

with a shop vac, and all the floors were cleaned 

up, chairs washed down, and there was a little 

time left to play. 

 
 

Jugglers, John Dailey and Laura Koehler from 

Grace Chapel Spring Serve.   

 We thank all of you for working so hard and 

long, and being willing to come again. 

 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S WOMEN’S CLUB: 
 As reported from President Ellen Sullivan, 

and Vice President Roni Chester, it was a fun day 

for lunch and a tour of the house on May 9th.   

 Although some of the ladies have lived in 

Town for a long time, some had not experienced 

the joy of seeing the house and barn as it is today.  

Lunch was inside the barn, set up as the Crafty 

Lunch Café (going back to our days when we 

held the Faire), and Neillo’s does not disappoint 

with terrific sandwich boxes. 

 Ellen Michaud and Jeannette Pothier were the 

guides who have guided from the early days the 

museum house was opened.  It was truly a 

beautiful day.   They all want to come back. 

 

THE 3rd GRADE TOUR – June 1: 
 The Job Lane school children arrived at 9 

am and every 15 minutes thereafter - the 
last tour arriving at 10:10, leaving at 
11:15 to make lunch at the school. 

We have 8 tours.  Talks are as follows: 
1. Outside Entry (Sharon 

McDonald) John Winthrop and Job Lane 
building the house, and the incorporation 

of the Town of Bedford. 
2. Great Hall, (Judy Barber) the Lane family, 

their 11 children, the baby in its cradle. 

Showed two house models, the 1713 
house and the 1820 house. Games and 

School in colonial times. 



3. The Kitchen, (Pat Pellegrini) Foods, 
gathering, hunting, fishing, preserving, and 
cooking foods. 

4. The Parlor, (Jeannette Pothier) the 
Oliver Abbott family, the last Lanes to live 

there, and the addition to the house in 
1820, Rufus Porter Murals, and children’s 

clothing. 
5. Outside: Garden, Kathryn Rifkin, from 
the Garden Club will have 7 minutes for a 

chat on herbs both seasoning and for use 
as medicine. 
 

FRED HAFER: 
Frederick L. Hafer of 

Lexington, formerly of 

Bedford, died at age 90 

on April 15 2016.  He 

graduated from West 

Point in 1946 as a 

member of the Army 

Air Corps, which later 

became the U.S. Air 

Force. He married Mary 

Stewart of Newburgh, N.Y. four days 

later.  They were married for 69 years and had 

three children, Tom, John, and Abigail. 

 After retiring from the military, he and Mary 

settled in Bedford where he continued his career 

as an engineer and became involved in 

community life.  Fred was a Life member of the 

Friends of the Job Lane House, and when the 

barn was being raised, he was there, and also 

was one of our Roof Men.  These men, led by 

John Filios, Fred and others, worked tirelessly to 

put the wooden shingles on the roof.  It was cold 

at times, but when the call went out, they came.  

Fred was a dear friend to all of us, along with 

Mary, who was our first curator, and taught us 

how to be tour guides.  A memorial service will 

take place at a later time, and his ashes will be 

interred at West Point. 

 Arrangements by the Douglass Funeral 

Home, Lexington. 

 

 

 

 

ETHEL SIMMONS  HINDLE; 

Mrs. Hindle was a 

Lane descendant.   

Her grandson Jason 

Hindle notified us of 

her passing. Widow 

of Lovell C. Hindle, 

who died in 2000, 

after 60 years of 

marriage, she was 

born in Fall River, 

Mass. on June 25, 1917, daughter of William J. 

Lane and Annie Walcott Lane and related to us 

through Captain James Lane, Deacon Job’s 

brother. 

 Ethel and Lovell visited with us while we 

were building the barn.  We kept in touch after 

that, and she loved reading our Broadside.  She 

donated Lane bibles to the Friends and we have 

those on display in the Great Hall Chamber.  

Mrs. Hindle was a friend and was very proud of 

her Lane genealogy.   

 Memorial donations may be made to the 

Woodman Museum, P.O. Box 1916, Dover, N.H., 

or Friends of the Hyder House, FHFHH 285 

County Farm Rd., Dover, N.H., 03820.  

 Jason, who also came to visit us writes: 

She taught me and was the one who gave me the 

appreciation and love that I have for genealogy 

of my family--especially the Lane family. 

Note: She missed her 99th birthday by 29 days she 

was born on June 25, 1917.  J. Hindle 

For Lane genealogy refer to: 

http://www.bedfordmahistory.org/ 
 

CHICKENS AT THE LANE SCHOOL: 

 A flock of chickens arrived at the Lane school 

in late April as told by Julie McCay Turner in The 

Bedford Citizen Online. 

 Keith Kinney came to Lane School five years 

ago, dreaming of an outdoor classroom, and with 

the help of teaching assistant Jean Mickle and 

others, a splendid organic teaching garden has 

come together at the school. 

 At Mickle’s behest, ‘Ask This Old House’ 

came to the school and installed raised beds and 

grape arbors. Several months later the garden 

http://www.thebedfordcitizen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Lt.-Col.-Fredrick-Hafer-CR.jpg


was featured in the television program’s season 

premiere last October.  After all that excitement, 

Kinney and Mickle wondered how to sustain 

enthusiasm for the outdoor classroom.  The 

school’s newly-arrived flock of chicks provides 

just the ticket. 

 The garden is an outdoor classroom and the 

school’s flock isn’t just for show. No matter how 

much the chicks delight the students, they are 

here to teach. The school’s third grade 

curriculum focuses on animal adaptation; fourth 

grade students learn the internal and external 

structure of animals; and fifth grade works on the 

science of composting. 

 

NORTH ROAD SIGN:  
 The sign, paid for by the Bedford Historical 

P:reservation Commission, through Bob Slechta, 

has now seen years of wear.  The last board 

keeps falling off, but with wooden matches glued 

in, it is holding up.  We are looking to replace 

that sign soon. 

 

OPEN:   May-October,   2nd & 4th Sunday, 

2 – 4 pm, and by appointment. 

June 7,   Lexington Field and Garden Club  

June 12, Making and Flying Kites 

June 26, House Tours 

July 10, Open House: Seamstresses from “The 

 Ladies from the Hive” 

July 11 – 15, Archaeological DIG 

July 24, House Tours 

July 30, Mini Barn Raising for kids 

 
 
 
 

Friends of the Job Lane House, 

P O Box 720, 295 North Rd, Bedford, MA 01730 

June 2016 

 
 

 

GIFT SHOP BOOKS: 
In the Memory Lane Gift shop, you will find: 

The Bedford Sampler, $3.00 

The History of Bedford, written by  

   Abram English Brown, $10.00 

New England Church, 1730-1834, by 

   Ina Mansur $10.00 

The Ina Mansur Reader, a compilation of her 

articles on Bedford, as they appeared in the 

Bedford Minuteman newspaper, compiled by      

 Alethea A. Yates, , $20. 

Bedford - Postcard History Book by  

 Alethea A. Yates, $22.00 

Wilderness Town, by 

 Louise K. Brown, $10.00  
A Revolutionary Town, by 

 Louise K. Brown, $15.00 

Rotary Run, Historic Walk, self-guided tour, 

 Bedford Rotary Club, $5.00 

Rufus Porter Rediscovered by 

 Jean Lipman, $30.00 

 

FROM OLD BROADSIDES: 
 1992 in the June Broadside we had held a 

Barn Yard sale at the home of Jeannette Pothier, 

with Larry Mansur, the Town Historian, signing 

his new book, A Pictorial History of Bedford.  So 

many people worked at this sale that it was a 

Gigantic Success of $1,500!    

 We were seeking strawberries and sugar, as 

Jam making was really “big” business for funds 

towards barn raising.  John Filios had donated 7 

blueberry bushes that were planted in the back of 

the field.  
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