
Library Trustee Candidate’s statement 

Abby Hafer, 2019 
 

My name is Abby Hafer, and I’m running for re-election 

as a library trustee.  The library is an invaluable resource 

for the citizens of Bedford, and the trustees work to help it 

remain so.   
 

As information becomes more electronically available, 

the library has offered access to research databases as 

well as access to on-site computers and the internet.  The 

library’s downloadable books, music, and audiobooks are 

a great boon to people with limited mobility, as well as to 

those who simply prefer to have their materials in 

electronic form.  A downside of this is that downloads are 

not counted in one form of official circulation figures, 

even though downloadable materials are increasingly 

popular. Even so, this past year, the Bedford Free Public 

Library was number one in the state in terms of 

circulation, for towns of its size. As a trustee, I will 

continue to uphold the Bedford library’s tradition of high-

quality service to citizens, and a high-quality catalogue of 

materials. 
 

The library also offers physical DVDs, audiobooks, 

printed books and periodicals. All these resources allow 

people to improve their lives, including being able to 

submit résumés and job applications on line, using the 

library’s computers. As such, the library is not just a part 



of a safety net, but a springboard as well.  I support the 

library in its successful efforts to improve people’s lives. 
 

The library is a community resource as well.  People 

benefit from the many programs offered by the library, 

from meeting and study spaces, to weekly films, to tax 

help given by a retired accountant.  In addition, the library 

is a resource for physical things to borrow such as 

binoculars, a guitar, and a telescope.  I support this 

economy of borrowing, and see it as a step toward a better 

future for all.   
 

The repercussions of the 2008-2009 financial crisis 

continue to play out. The library, like every town 

institution, was hit hard by that crisis, and admirably 

helped citizens even while tightening its own belt.  

Library use always goes up during a recession, and this 

past one was no different.  The library was actually 

serving more people than before, on a reduced budget.  

Budgets stayed flat or low for years, and we are now 

trying to make up for this, so as to be able to give the 

library’s patrons the quality of services that they deserve.  

I support getting the library the funding and support that it 

so richly deserves.   

 

For as long as they have existed, libraries have been 

resources for learning about information literacy. A good 

library, with helpful staff who can guide students and 

other citizens through understanding which sources of 



information are reliable and which are not, is a mission of 

ever-increasing importance.   
 

In my capacity as a college biology professor, and in my 

capacity as someone involved in science outreach, I do 

daily battle with fake news, and fake science. I support 

the efforts of the librarians at the Bedford library as they 

help citizens to distinguish between real and fake 

information.   
 

I have been a member of the Trustees, a member of the 

Library Corporation, and Chair of the Trustees. 

Additionally, I have served as a liaison between the 

Bedford Energy Task Force and the Library Trustees. I 

have enjoyed all these roles and look forward to 

continuing to help the library as a member of library’s 

Board of Trustees. 
 

I hope that you will vote for me in this year’s town 

election.   

 

 
 
 
 
  
 


