
Cathy Cordes - Caucus Nomination 

 

I am excited to have been nominated for a second term as Town Moderator. I have lived in Bedford for 

43 years, raised two sons here and I am a grandmother to 3 terrific grandkids.  

 

I taught in the Bedford Public Schools for 10 years, served on the Capital Expenditures Committee for 3 

years, Finance Committee for 9 years and served 4 terms as a Selectman. I served as a member of the 

Community Preservation Committee for 14 years.  

 

I have served 1 three-year term as Town Moderator and I love it.  I am passionate about supporting the 

democratic process of Town Meeting. The beauty of Town Meeting is that it is a deliberative legislative 

body, it is not an "election", where you go in a booth and vote privately yes-or-no. The very process of 

gathering, listening to neighbors’ ideas, opinions and questions, and crafting and considering motions, 

are the keys to its success.  

 

I am a fierce defender of Town Meeting. I believe in open, transparent and participatory government. I 

am working to get all committee meetings and Town Meeting televised – LIVE.  We aren't there yet - it is 

a work in process.  

 

I have also worked to make all documents and motions available – publically, in advance. All Town 

Meeting presentations are now posted on the town website on the Friday before Town Meeting. They 

can be downloaded and reviewed – so you can come knowledgeable about the issues and ready to 

deliberate.  

 

I continue to work to increase participation at Town Meeting, and to provide useful information on the 

website about the Town Meeting mechanics and process for new residents – and those who might not 

be familiar with what happens at Town Meeting. I continually add new information to the Town Meeting 

page on the town website, and I welcome your suggestions for additions.  

 

 I connect with Moderators in other towns through the Massachusetts Moderators Association – to 

learn best practices. I strive to improve the mechanics of Town Meeting.  This year, for example, we will 

be testing a 7 pm start time, and hopefully the meeting will be televised live. 

 

I want to continue this work.  I do appreciate your vote on March 9 to elect me for a second term as 

Town Moderator. 

 

Thank you, 

Catherine (Cathy) Cordes 


