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Gyasi Burks-Abbott Caucus Statement 

 My name is Gyasi Burks-Abbott, and I currently serve on the Bedford Cultural Council 

where I review grants for projects in the arts, humanities, and sciences. I’m also an advisor to the 

Advocates for Autism of Massachusetts (a coalition of autism organizations that advocates at the 

Statehouse) and a LEND fellow at Boston Children’s Hospital studying neurodevelopmental 

disabilities. In addition to a BA in English and psychology from Macalester College in St. Paul, 

MN, I have a master’s of science in library and information science from Simmons University in 

Boston, MA. I’ve worked as a library assistant for the Harvard College Library in Cambridge 

and a reference librarian for Newbury College in Brookline.  

As an active member of the Friends of the Bedford Free Public Library and a dedicated 

patron, I spend a lot of time in the library and would love to further my involvement by joining 

the Board of Trustees. I humbly ask for your support in this endeavor. Since I’ve only lived in 

Bedford since 2008, a relatively short period of time, I wouldn’t be surprised if most of you 

don’t know me. However, I’d be willing to wager we have people in common. In Bedford I’ve 

found that we really are all connected through six degrees of separation. Maybe that’s the way it 

is in all small towns. But Bedford is only small in terms of population and square miles. When it 

comes to opportunities for intellectual and cultural enrichment, Bedford is the equal of any big 

city. From my perch on the Cultural Council, I’ve seen the variety of innovative ideas 

percolating in our community. And our library does a great job of nurturing this creative spirit; 

the winter lecture series, the reading groups, the movie nights, the kid’s programs, and the art 

displays are just some of the ways the library keeps us engaged.  

If I’m elected a library trustee, I’ll bring my enthusiasm and my experience to the task of 

ensuring the library remains a center of lifelong learning, that it continues to excel in its stated 
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mission and purpose “to provide free and open access to information, knowledge, and the pursuit 

of ideas in an environment that is comfortable and welcoming to patrons of all ages, abilities, and 

cultures within and beyond its walls.” With that I’ll close, and, once again, I humbly ask for your 

support. Thank you. 


